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Virginia Commonwealth University https://nicolatarasca.github.io
Department of Mathematics & Applied Mathematics tarascan@vcu.edu
1015 Floyd Avenue — Box 842014
Richmond, VA 23284-2014, USA

EDUCATION

2008–2012 Ph.D. in Mathematics
Humboldt University in Berlin and
Berlin Mathematical School, Germany, supervised by Gavril Farkas.

2006–2008 Master en Mathématiques Fondamentales
Pierre and Marie Curie University, Paris VI, France.

2003–2006 Laurea Triennale in Mathematics
University of Tor Vergata in Rome, Italy.

POSITIONS

Since 2019 Assistant Professor of Math., Virginia Commonwealth University, USA.

2017–2019 Hill Assistant Professor, Rutgers University, USA.

01–07/2017 Postdoctoral Associate, University of Georgia, USA.

07–12/2016 Fields Postdoctoral Fellow, Fields Institute, Canada.

2013–2016 Research Assistant Professor, University of Utah, USA.

2011–2013 Postdoctoral Fellow, Leibniz University Hannover, Germany.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Geometry and combinatorics of curves, abelian varieties, and their moduli, vector bundles
and Brill–Noether theory, modern Schubert calculus, geometric realizations of vertex opera-
tor algebras and conformal blocks, quantum invariants of framed links and 3-manifolds.

PAPERS

19. Higher rank series and root puzzles for plumbed 3-manifolds

with Allison Moore, Submitted, arXiv:2405.14972.

18. Coinvariants of metaplectic representations on moduli of abelian varieties

Submitted, arXiv:2301.13227.

17. A pointed Prym-Petri Theorem

Transactions of the American Mathematical Society, 376:4 (2023),
pp. 2641–2656.

https://nicolatarasca.github.io
mailto:tarascan@vcu.edu
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2405.14972
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2405.14972
https://arxiv.org/abs/2301.13227
https://arxiv.org/abs/2301.13227
https://arxiv.org/abs/2202.05284
https://www.ams.org/journals/tran/2023-376-04/S0002-9947-2023-08792-X/home.html
https://www.ams.org/journals/tran/2023-376-04/S0002-9947-2023-08792-X/home.html
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16. k-canonical divisors through Brill-Noether special points

with Iulia Gheorghita

Annali della Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa, to appear.

15. Incidence varieties in the projectivized k-th Hodge bundle over curves with rational tails

with Iulia Gheorghita

Communications in Contemporary Mathematics, 26:5 (2024).

14. Motivic classes of degeneracy loci and pointed Brill-Noether varieties

with Dave Anderson and Linda Chen

Journal of the London Mathematical Society, 105:3 (2022), pp. 1787-1822.

13. Vertex algebras of CohFT-type

with Chiara Damiolini and Angela Gibney

Facets of Algebraic Geometry: A Collection in Honor of William
Fulton’s 80th Birthday, London Mathematical Society Lecture Note Series (2022),
pp. 164–189. Cambridge University Press.

12. On factorization and vector bundles of conformal blocks from vertex algebras

with Chiara Damiolini and Angela Gibney

Annales scientifiques de l’École normale supérieure, to appear .

11. Conformal blocks from vertex algebras and their connections onMg,n
with Chiara Damiolini and Angela Gibney

Geometry & Topology, 25:5 (2021), pp. 2235–2286.

10. K-classes of Brill-Noether loci and a determinantal formula

with Dave Anderson and Linda Chen

International Mathematics Research Notices, 16 (2022), pp. 12653–12698.

9. Classes of Weierstrass points on genus 2 curves with Renzo Cavalieri

Transactions of the American Mathematical Society, 372:4 (2019),
pp. 2467–2492.

8. Du Val curves and the pointed Brill-Noether Theorem with Gavril Farkas

Selecta Mathematica, 23:3 (2017), pp. 2243–2259.

7. Extremality of loci of hyperelliptic curves with marked Weierstrass points

with Dawei Chen

Algebra & Number Theory, 10:9 (2016), pp. 1935–1948.

6. Loci of curves with subcanonical points in low genus with Dawei Chen

Mathematische Zeitschrift, 284:3 (2016), pp. 683–714.

https://arxiv.org/abs/2110.07624
https://arxiv.org/abs/2106.15637
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/10.1142/S0219199723500153
https://arxiv.org/abs/2010.05928
https://londmathsoc.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1112/jlms.12547
https://arxiv.org/abs/1910.01658
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108877831.006
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108877831.006
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108877831.006
https://arxiv.org/abs/1909.04683
https://arxiv.org/abs/1909.04683
https://arxiv.org/abs/1901.06981
https://msp.org/gt/2021/25-5/p03.xhtml
https://arxiv.org/abs/1705.02992
https://academic.oup.com/imrn/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/imrn/rnab025/6253768
https://arxiv.org/abs/1711.00486
https://www.ams.org/journals/tran/2019-372-04/S0002-9947-2019-07626-2/
https://www.ams.org/journals/tran/2019-372-04/S0002-9947-2019-07626-2/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00029-017-0329-3?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00029-017-0329-3?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue
http://msp.org/ant/2016/10-9/p03.xhtml
http://msp.org/ant/2016/10-9/p03.xhtml
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00209-016-1670-5?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00209-016-1670-5?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue
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5. Divisors of secant planes to curves

Journal of Algebra, 454 (2016), pp. 1–13.

4. Pointed Castelnuovo numbers with Gavril Farkas

Mathematical Research Letters, 23:2 (2016), pp. 389–404.

3. Double total ramifications for curves of genus 2

International Mathematics Research Notices, 19 (2015), pp. 9569–9593.

2. Brill–Noether loci in codimension two

Compositio Mathematica, 149:09 (2013), pp. 1535–1568.

1. Double points of plane models inM6,1
Journal of Pure and Applied Algebra, 216:4 (2012), pp. 766–774.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

b. Instructional moves to support middle school students’ engagement during a geometry
camp, by Bontrager, B., Spring, A., Satyam, V. R., Bae, C. L., Aldi, M., Moore, A.,
Tarasca, N., & Freeman, H. Submitted to Proceedings of the 46th Meeting of the North
American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics Edu-
cation (pp. –). Cleveland, OH.

a. Embracing the Job Search, Notices of the AMS, 66:10 (2019), pp. 1656–1657.

GRANTS AND AWARDS

2024–27 NSF Grant DMS-2404896: $292,239.

2022–27 Simons Foundation: Travel Support for Mathematicians gift: $42,000.

2024–27 NSF Conference Grant DMS-2408985: $34,104.
PI, with Joel Lewis and Anna Pun.

2023–25 NSF Conference Grant DMS-2349810: $26,430.
PI, with Marco Aldi and Allison Moore.

2023–24 NSF Conference Grant DMS-2240741: $31,108.
Co-PI, with Marco Aldi and Allison Moore.

2022–23 VCU Quest Fund Award: $47,794.
Co-PI, with Marco Aldi and Allison Moore.

2022–23 VCU Breakthroughs Fund Award: $200,000.
PI, with Marco Aldi, Christine Lee Bae, Allison Moore, and Rani Satyam.

2022–23 Seed Award, VCU College of Humanities and Sciences: $4,900.

2018–19 Academic Initiatives Program Award, Math Dept. at Rutgers U: $3,480.

2016–19 AMS-Simons Travel Grant: $4,000.

2016 Outstanding Postdoc Award, Math Dept. at University of Utah.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jalgebra.2016.01.022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jalgebra.2016.01.022
http://intlpress.com/site/pub/pages/journals/items/mrl/content/vols/0023/0002/a005/index.html
http://intlpress.com/site/pub/pages/journals/items/mrl/content/vols/0023/0002/a005/index.html
http://imrn.oxfordjournals.org/content/2015/19/9569
http://imrn.oxfordjournals.org/content/2015/19/9569
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9008230
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9008230
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022404911002520
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022404911002520
https://www.ams.org/journals/notices/201910/rnoti-p1656.pdf
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TALKS

Talks at conferences:
Jul 2023 Algebraic Geometry in L’Aquila, Italy.

Mar 2020 Moduli on Chestnut Hill, Boston College, USA.

Jun 2018 Combinatorial Algebraic Geometry Retrospective Workshop, Fields Institute,
Canada.

May 2018 Ohio State Workshop on Schubert Calculus, USA.

Oct 2017 Moduli of Curves in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Sep 2017 AMS Session on Algebraic Curves and their Applications, University of Central
Florida, USA.

Dec 2016 Moduli and Birational Geometry, Jeju island, South Korea.

Dec 2016 CMS Session on Combinatorial Algebraic Geometry, Niagara Falls, Canada.

Aug 2016 Positivity of cycles, AIM, San Jose, USA.

May 2016 Asymptotic invariants attached to linear series, Pedagogical University in
Cracow, Poland.

Apr 2016 AMS Session on Algebraic Geometry, University of Utah, USA.

Jan 2016 JMM: AMS Session on Moduli Spaces in Algebraic Geometry, Seattle, USA.

Nov 2015 AMS Session on Modern Schubert Calculus, Rutgers University, USA.

Jul 2015 AMS Summer Institute in Algebraic Geometry, University of Utah, USA.

Jun 2015 AMS–EMS–SPM International Meeting, Porto, Portugal.

Feb 2014 Workshop on birational geometry and stability of moduli stacks and spaces of
curves, VIASM, Hanoi, Vietnam.

Feb 2013 Moduli Spaces in Algebraic Geometry, Oberwolfach, Germany.

Sep 2012 Deutschen Mathematiker–Vereinigung: Jahrestagung, Saarbrücken, Germany.

May 2012 Giornate di Geometria Algebrica e Argomenti Correlati, Pisa, Italy.

Nov 2011 North German Algebraic Geometry Seminar, Hannover, Germany.

Jun 2010 Géometrie Algébrique en Liberté XVIII, Coimbra, Portugal.

Colloquium talks:

Nov 2018 Math Department, Virginia Commonwealth University, USA.

Sep 2018 Instituto de Matemáticas, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico.

Mar 2017 School of Mathematics and Statistic, University College Dublin, Ireland.

Talks at seminars:

USA: Tufts University (Mar 2024), University of Texas at Austin (Feb 2024), AG@PUI vir-
tual seminar (Dec 2023), Stony Brook University (Apr 2023), Boston University (Mar 2023),
Virginia Commonwealth University (Mar 2023, Dec 2021, Feb 2020, Oct 2019), University
of California, San Diego (Dec 2021, Jun 2014), IAS (Apr 2021), Virginia Tech (Nov 2020),
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University of Maryland (Oct 2020), Colorado State University (Mar 2019, Apr 2017, May
2014), IAS/Princeton University (Feb 2019), Rutgers University (Feb 2019, Sep 2018, Sep
2017), Central Michigan University (Oct 2018), The Ohio State University (Feb 2018), Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania (Oct 2017), University of Georgia (Feb 2017), New York University
(Nov 2016), University of Illinois at Chicago (Oct 2015), Northeastern University (Oct 2015),
University of South Carolina (Sep 2015), University of Utah (Jan 2015, Sep 2013), University
of California, Berkeley (Apr 2014), Boston College (Mar 2014).

Germany: Humboldt University in Berlin (May 2023, Jun 2022, Nov 2020, Jun 2015, Feb
2011), Leibniz University Hannover (Jun 2013), Freie University in Berlin (Jan 2012).

Italy: University of Pisa (Jun 2022), University of Rome 3 (Jun 2022, Oct 2011).

Mexico: Seminario Nacional de Geometŕıa Algebraica en Ĺınea (May 2022).

Switzerland: ETH Zürich (Oct 2020; Dec 2019; May 2017).

Canada: Fields Institute (Sep 2016).

TEACHING

At Virginia Commonwealth University. Lecturer for:

Advanced Calculus, MATH 407
—springs 2024, 2022 (x2), 2021 (x2)

General Topology, MATH 409
—fall 2021

Bridge to Modern Analysis, MATH 507
—falls 2022, 2021, 2020

Multivariate Calculus, MATH 307
—fall 2019 (x2)

Mathematical Structures, MATH 211
—falls 2022 (x2), 2020

Calculus I, MATH 200
—fall 2023

Intro to Mathematical Reasoning,
MATH 300 —spring 2020

Calculus II, MATH 201
—spring 2024

At Rutgers University. Lecturer for:

Linear Algebra (2 sections in spring 2019) Introductory Topology I (fall 2018)

Intro to Linear Algebra
(2 sections in spring 2018)

Multivariate Calculus (fall 2017)

At the University of Georgia. Lecturer for:

Calculus II for Science and Engineering (spring 2017)

At the University of Utah. Lecturer for:

Engineering Calculus II (spring 2016) Engineering Calculus I (fall 2015)

Calculus II (spring 2015) Calculus I (fall 2014)

Introduction to Differential Equations
(spring 2014)

Accelerated Engineering Calculus 2
(fall 2013)
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At the Leibniz University Hannover. Teaching assistant for:

Calculus 2 for Engineers
(springs 2013, 2012)

Calculus 1 for Engineers
(winters 2013, 2012)

At the Humboldt University in Berlin and the Berlin Mathematical School.

Algebraic Geometry I (teaching assistant, winter 2010)

Tutor of the Berlin Mathematical School Team for the International Mathematics
Competition (spring 2009). Participation in the work of the Jury at the IMC 2009,
Budapest, Hungary.

ADVISING

♦ Jeffrey Buffkin and Eric Evans, Undergraduate Research Project, VCU, fall 2022.

♦ Melissa Holly, Directed Research, VCU, spring 2022.

♦ Dylan Ryan, Independent Studies, VCU, 2020–2021.

♦ Mentor of three undergraduate students for the Math REU Program, Rutgers U, 2018.

SERVICE

♦ Co–organizer of the inaugural edition of the VCU Geometry Summer Camp for local
middle-school students, June 2023.

♦ Co–organizer of the following research seminars:

— the Geometry Seminar at Virginia Commonwealth University, since 2019;

— the Algebra Seminar at Rutgers University, 2018–2019;

— the Algebraic Geometry Seminar at the University of Utah, 2014–2016.

♦ Co–organizer of the following conferences:

— Richmond Geometry Meeting, 2024;

— Mid-Atlantic Algebra, Geometry, and Combinatorics Workshop, 2023;

— Richmond Geometry Meeting, 2023;

— Richmond Geometry Festival, 2022;

— Special Session at the AMS Meeting at the University of Virginia, USA, 2022
(cancelled by AMS due to COVID-19);

— Richmond Geometry Festival, 2021;

— Special Session at the JMM, 2021;

— Special Session at the AMS Meeting at the University of Virginia, USA, 2020
(rescheduled by AMS due to COVID-19);

— Special Session at the AMS Meeting at the University of Michigan, USA, 2018;

— Georgia Summer Workshop in Algebraic Geometry, University of Georgia, USA, 2016;

— Géométrie Algébrique en Liberté (GAeL) XX in Grenoble, France, 2012;

— GAeL XIX in Berlin, Germany, 2011.
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♦ Selected faculty committees at VCU:

— Colloquium of the Math Department (chair), 2022–2023, 2020–2021;

— Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (chair), 2022–2024;

— College of Humanities and Sciences’ Faculty Council, 2020–2022.

♦ External reviewer and committee member for PhD defense, HU Berlin, 2020.

♦ Committee member for Ph.D. defense (University of Utah, 2019) and general examination
(University of Utah, 2017).

♦ Panel member conveying the postdoctoral experience at the Career Panel of the Algebraic
Geometry Northeastern Series at Rutgers University, 2018.

♦ Trainer at the Teaching Assistants Training Workshop, University of Utah, summer 2015.

♦ Student representative at the Admissions Committee and the Committee on Mentoring,
Gender, and Diversity, Berlin Mathematical School, 2008–2009.

♦ Reviewer for the National Science Foundation, USA.

♦ Referee of more than 45 papers for the following 31 journals:

Advances in Geometry, Advances in Mathematics, Algebra & Number The-
ory, Algebraic Combinatorics, Annali di Matematica Pura ed Applicata,
Annali SNS, Archiv der Mathematik, Bulletin of the LMS, Communica-
tions in Mathematical Physics, Compositio Mathematica, Contemporary
Mathematics of the AMS, Crelle, Documenta Mathematica, European
Journal of Mathematics, International Mathematics Research Notices,
Journal of Algebra, Journal of Algebraic Geometry, Journal of Pure
and Applied Algebra, Journal of the LMS, Journal of the Ramanujan
Math Society, Manuscripta Mathematica, Mathematical Proceedings of
the Cambridge Philosophical Society, Mathematics (MDPI), Mathema-
tische Nachrichten, Mathematische Zeitschrift, Michigan Mathematical
Journal, Notices of the AMS, Proceedings of the AMS, Selecta Mathe-
matica, SIGMA, Transactions of the AMS.

LANGUAGES

Italian as mother tongue. Fluent in English and French. Intermediate in German and Polish.


